AMBITION FOR
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL DELFT

Background
International School Delft was launched by the Laurentius Stichting in March 2014 as a small international school with
less than 10 children, serving the primary age range.
The primary school celebrated its 5th birthday in March 2019 with over 170 students.
Earlier in the same year, the Stichting Lucas Onderwijs was granted approval to expand the international education
offer into the secondary school years and in doing so to create a vertically aligned International Baccalaureate (IB)
school for Primary and Secondary Education.

Strength in Partnership
The two boards confidently agreed that the school would operate under the name International School Delft (ISD).
In their agreement, the Boards expressed their ambition for ISD to become a distinctive international school providing
for and giving to the community of Delft. The additional partner in this tripartite cooperation is the childcare provider,
True Colors, working closely with ISD primary from its early days, fully integrated into the primary school facilities and
committed to using the IB Primary Years Programme for its 3 year olds.
This dynamic partnership provides high quality, continuous education with onsite pre-school care, primary education
and a secondary school where students graduate at 18 ready and fully prepared for the next steps in education or the
world of work.
Uniquely located on the campus of Delft TU and set within a rich, historic and cultural city, the opportunities and
ambition for the school are boundless.
The three partners are committed to working in close cooperation to help forge a new community international school.
The school will play a truly unique role in the Netherlands and in developing a future-oriented place of learning where
a continuous and inspiring learning environment will flourish from the early years, to primary and secondary through
to the opportunities that Delft TU brings. There is no other model of international education where the school is
located on a university campus, currently available in the Netherlands.
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ISD – A Community school in the city of Delft
Successful schools are at the heart of a community and ISD is extremely fortunate to be located in the community of
Delft, a centre for technical, design and artistic excellence with a diverse, non-elitist, multinational population. ISD
will reach out to the local and global communities to learn from and willingly share its educational practices with
local schools within their own foundations and further afield at national and international levels.
The breadth of services available to the ISD community of Delft will be fully utilised and, in itself, will become a
new service to the community, sharing learning spaces and offering staff expertise where possible to others. ISD will
open its doors to the people who live in and around Delft as well as serving as a referen¬ce school for sharing and
facilitating good educational practice. Partnerships with science and humanities-based organisations forged with the
school will bring learning outside of the classroom and a short walk to the real world.
In the spirit of the IB, well-rounded learners are also privileged to be steeped in the history of Delft and its close bond
with the Netherlands royal family as well as artists who have benefitted from the extraordinary light captured in
paintings by its famous resident Vermeer. The headquarters of the UNESCO’s IHE Institute for Water Education is also
located in Delft and the city boasts beautiful botanical gardens.

Delft Technical University
The city of Delft serves a diverse and internationally mobile community with a range of global corporate offices being
located on the doorstep. In addition, the highly reputable TU inspires as a place of future innovation and real-world
learning through its long standing focus on design, engineering, IT and science. ISD, embedded in the TU campus,
works with the university to mutually benefit students from their respective communities learning from and within the
community. ISD benefits from close ties with the TU academic teaching staff and access to the world-class university
facilities.
ISD will use the partnership with TU Delft to motivate, inspire and raise aspirations of it’s students. ISD students
will also receive information, advice and experience about HE study programmes and career oppor¬tunities from
international organisations and local businesses based in and around the Delft. Internships and technical expertise
can be shared and the opportunities for all students will be enriched by this esta¬blished community link.
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Future-oriented Learning Pedagogies – creating innovators and problem solvers
With clear links to art and design industries, ISD will carve its own leading position as a focal point for a number of
areas of specialism. A partnership with IKEA will support our students in becoming designers, thinkers and innovators,
creating novel solutions to complex challenges. The design and problem-solving cycles will be an integral part of the
learning pedagogies. The TU link nurtures a STE(A)M focus, lending itself to creating significant career pathways in the
academic and professional fields, working fruitfully together to create the next generation of global-minded problemsolvers adding to a science and technological specialism.

Inspiring Learning Environment
With clear links to art and design industries, ISD will carve its own leading position as a focal point for a number of
areas of specialism. A partnership with IKEA will support our students in becoming designers, thinkers and innovators,
creating novel solutions to complex challenges.
The design and problem-solving cycles will be an integral part of the learning pedagogies. The TU link nurtures a
STE(A)M focus, lending itself to cre¬ating significant career pathways in the academic and professional fields,
working fruitfully together to create the next generation of global-minded problem-solvers adding to a science and
technological specialism.

International Baccalaureate
ISD is a new school working with the IB curriculum. The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring,
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural
understanding and respect. IB programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate
and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.
International School Delft has the potential to become a leading 4-programme IB school in the Nether¬lands. It is
uniquely located within a short tram ride to the IB Global office in The Hague. ISD will be the nearest all-through
school to the IB office and will become a centre of excellence for professional development and to host visitors to the
IB office who regularly come from around the globe. ISD primary has already successfully supported the pre-school
organisation to have a PYP approach from the age of 3 years.
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ISD Students
ISD will be a model for 21st century learning practices focussed on the learning outcomes of all students. By the time
students graduate from ISD they will have happy memories, a high level of interpersonal and academic skills and will
be navigators of their own learning. They will be clear about the next steps they want to take in their lives to achieve
their own highest aspirations.
ISD students will foster a strong sense of responsibility by contributing to their community through service learning,
a key element embedded within the IB programmes, designed to help students see value in giving back to society.
ISD students will focus on academic excellence and will also integrate professional and careers education across all
disciplines and all age ranges. ISD students will be supported with exploring a full range of career and study pathways
so that they have a clear direction for their next steps after they graduate from school.

Staff Profile
Staff appointed to the ISD are wellqualified professionals committed
to international education and
to International School Delft’s
ethos and, mission. The teaching
staff actively subscribes to the
educational philosophy of the
school and its role in the local and
wider community. The staff fully
supports this full-service school
and its joint partnership operations.
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